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3M Awarded Patent for Connector Arrangement in Wrist Strap Monitors
AUSTIN, Texas – Dec. 19, 2006 – Inventors at 3M’s Soquel, Calif., facility, home of
recently acquired Credence Technologies, have been awarded a U.S. patent for the connector
arrangement in wrist strap monitors that offers significant advantage in static-controlled
environments.

United States Patent 7,118,380 was awarded to Vladimir Kraz of Santa Cruz, Calif., and
Fatjon Gurga of San Jose, Calif. The patent describes a replaceable connector assembly,
otherwise known as a jack, in a static control wrist strap monitor. In this instance, when the jack
eventually fails, it can be replaced by unplugging the old jack (or jack assembly) and plugging in
a new one. In most instances today, the worn-out jack has to be unsoldered and a new one must
be re-soldered in its place. The new invention saves customers time and money while improving
product reliability.

By removing the soldering process, jack replacement takes only a few minutes. The
elimination of soldering in the replacement process is particularly important in cleanroom
environments. Previously, items had to be removed from their cleanroom environment to be
repaired.

Innovative monitors by the recently acquired Credence Technologies, now a part of 3M,
successfully employ this technique. Those monitors include products such as 3M brand WS
Aware brand continuous workstation monitor, used for the most critical environments, and the
new 3M brand Iron Man brand Plus for electronics assembly.

About 3M Electronics
3M Electronics is a leading supplier of innovative solutions to the electronics market.
3M's wide array of advanced technologies enable the company to design specialized products
intended to help electronics manufacturers improve quality, reduce costs and lower emissions.

The company’s products help their customers connect, clean, polish, adhere, protect, transport
and finish their products. 3M serves customers in numerous market segments, including
semiconductor; OEM electronics; computers and peripherals; mobile and hand-held; as well as
consumer, aerospace, military, automotive and medical markets.
About 3M − A Global, Diversified Technology Company
Every day, 3M people find new ways to make amazing things happen. Wherever they
are, whatever they do, the company’s customers know they can rely on 3M to help make their
lives better. 3M's brands include Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete,
Command and Vikuiti Serving customers in more than 200 countries around the world, the
company’s 67,000 people use their expertise, technologies and global strength to lead in major
markets including consumer and office; display and graphics; electronics and
telecommunications; safety, security and protection services; health care; industrial and
transportation. For more information, including the latest product and technology news, visit
www.3M.com.
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