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New generation of 3M IDCs offers superior protection,
flexibility for overhead networks
CHICAGO - June 5, 2006 - The new 3M MX2000 dropwire connectors - designed for

distribution, protection and customer termination in overhead lines - protect networks in the
harshest environmental conditions, are easy to install and offer flexibility for a wide range of
existing networks. 3M is introducing these connectors at the OSP Expo this week in Chicago.
The MX2000 connector, the latest generation of 3M IDC (insulation displacement
connector) connectors, fully encapsulates terminations with a watertight material, helping to
protect the network from all kinds of weather.
The connector’s ease of use means faster, mistake-free installations. Dropwire
terminations are made with only a screwdriver or 216 tool (can wrench) and are designed to
prevent incorrect installations in the field, further ensuring network protection.
The new connector fits all existing networks and can accommodate a full range of
dropwire sizes, from 0.4 mm to 1.1 mm conductors, and allows for multiple re-terminations.
The connector’s unique design allows the user to snap the module on both DIN 25 mm
and 35 mm profiles. The flexible, built-in protection allows unprotected distribution points to be
upgraded easily to protected ones.
-more-
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A central disconnection area offers test facilities for both sides, enabling prevention of
service interruptions as well as disconnection and over-voltage protection. The over-voltage
protection version is able to drain currents as high as 10kA.

3M Telecommunications
3M provides practical, scalable solutions to telecommunications service providers around
the world. From military and government applications to aerial, underground and buried plant, to
central office, utilities and more, it’s the widest and most comprehensive suite of products, and
it's all from 3M---a major force in the telecommunications industry for more than 100 years. Our
proven systems optimize network testing, construction, locating and maintenance for faster, more
reliable high-bandwidth transmissions. 3M provides physical media-layer capabilities for FTTP
and DSL deployments from central office to customer premises. Worldwide customers rely on
3M fiber optics technologies to leverage existing infrastructure or install completely new
networks.

About 3M — A Global, Diversified Technology Company
Every day, 3M people find new ways to make amazing things happen. Wherever they
are, whatever they do, the company’s customers know they can rely on 3M to help make their
lives better. 3M's brands include Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete,
Command and Vikuiti. Serving customers in more than 200 countries around the world, the
people of 3M use their expertise, technologies and global strength to lead in major markets
including consumer and office; display and graphics; electronics and telecommunications; safety,
security and protection services; health care; industrial and transportation. For more information,
including the latest product and technology news, visit www.3M.com.
[Note to editor: Magazines using reader service numbers for product or literature news
announcements should direct all inquiries to 3M Communication Markets Division, A130-2N-14,
6801 River Place Blvd., Austin, TX 78726.]
3M, Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete, Command and Vikuiti are
trademarks of 3M.
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